NOTES FROM THE MEDICAL PRESS 

IN CHARGE OP 

ELIZABETH ROBINSON SCOVIL 

The Treatment of Epistaxis. —The Medical Record quoting 
from Nouveanst Remidcs, says: Mendini recommends the introduction 
into the bleeding nasal passage of a tampon soaked with one part 
of a 1-1000 adrenalin solution and ten parts of salt solution; if this 
does not control the haemorrhage the passage must be packed with 
strips of gauze. In most cases this will be sufficient and it is rarely 
necessary to place a tampon in the posterior nares. In removing 
the tampons it is advisable, after the first few strips have been taken 
out, to drop into the nostril a small quantity of a solution composed 
of cocaine hydrochlorate one-fifth, 1-1000 adrenalin solution one, 
and distilled water ten. The vasoconstriction caused by this appli¬ 
cation produces enough shrinkage of the nasal mucosa to permit 
the tampon to be removed in toto without difficulty. 


The Use of Oil Enemata for Chronic Constipation in In¬ 
fants. —The Medical Record, in an abstract of a paper in Deutsche 
Mediscinische Wochenschrift, says: Wunsch speaks highly of the 
use of injections of olive oil as a means of securing a cure in cases of 
obstinate constipation in nursing infants. The causes of the con¬ 
dition are numerous, but frequently in spite of all possible attention 
to the mother's diet, the hygiene of the infant's anus, etc., and the 
application of the customary remedies, including ordinary enemata, 
suppositories, abdominal massage, laxative drugs, etc., attempts 
to cure the difficulty are ineffectual. In these cases the use of an 
enema of olive oil repeated about every other day for a certain 
length of time may bring about a normal activity of the bowels. In 
illustration the author describes a case which had baffled all other 
means of treatment but remained permanently cured after eight in¬ 
jections of olive oil. 


Moist Gauze Dressing. —The Indian Medical Record says: 
Experiments by Dr. Noetzels have demonstrated what is well known 
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o surgeons—that the secretions of a wound are drawn up into a 
moist dressing better than into a dry one. In Dr. Noetzel’s experi¬ 
ments virulent anthrax bacilli placed upon an artificial wound in 
rabbits were absorbed into moist dressings and the infection of the 
animals was prevented. While both moist and dry dressings were 
effective in the destruction of germ life, the germs were drawn up 
into the outer layers of moist gauze, while they were found only in 
the layers closest to the wound in the dry dressings. 


Nocturnal Enuresis. —The New York Medical Journal, quoting 
from The Practitioner, says: De Boinville concludes that this con¬ 
dition commonly occurs in weak, excitable children. It is found 
among all classes, is more common in boys than in girls, while in 
adults it is more common among women. It is often associated with 
a local irritative process, such as thread worms in the rectum, and is 
more frequent in those who lie on the back during sleep. It may be a 
symptom of organic disease of a serious nature. 


Diarrhceas in Children.— The Journal of the American Medical 
Association says: In outlining the course of treatment of diarrhceas 
in children J. H. Buffum, in Vermont Medical Monthly, states that 
in a general way all the infectious diarrhceas of childhood should be 
treated in a similar manner. The first essential is cleanliness, together 
with a cool, quiet room, and an abundance of fresh air. Early in the 
disease all food, even breast milk, should be withheld. During the 
first twenty-four hours nothing should be given except a little cold 
boiled water, with the addition rarely, in cases of great prostration, 
of a little brandy or whiskey. In some cases the stomach may be so 
irritable as to be unable to retain any substance, consequently it 
may be necessary to give stimulants hypodermically. If the case 
is seen sufficiently early, a dose of castor oil is recommended to clear 
the alimentary tract and, consequently, to shorten the course of the 
disease. When vomiting is severe, however, calomel in small doses 
is preferable. Irrigation of the bowels with a normal salt solution 
is of value, as it assists in the removal of toxic products from the 
intestines, and serves to quiet the thirst and to supply the necessary 
fluid to the tissues. The temperature of the fluid used should vary 
as indicated by the patient’s condition. If the vomiting should con- 



